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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1,114 

1 . A request for continued exannination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued exannination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submissions filed on 
November 6, 2001 and December 10, 2001 have been entered. 

Claims 1-30 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 3-5, 7-16, and 20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 3, line 1 , insert -one or more- between "the" and "resources" 

Claim 4, line 1, insert -one or more- between "the" and "resources" 
Claim 5, line 6, insert -one or more- between "the" and "servers" 
Claim 5, line 15, delete";" 

Claim 7, line 9, delete "process", insert -processor- 
Claim 8, line 3, insert -one or more- between "the" and "resources" 
Claim 9, line 1 , insert -one or more- between "the" and "resources" 
Claim 10, line 1, insert -one or more- between "the" and "resources" 
Claim 1 1 , line 3, insert -one or more- between "the" and "resources" 
Claim 12, line 1, insert -one or more- between "the" and "resources" 
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Claim 13, line 1, insert -one or more- between "the" and "resources" 
Claim 14, line 3, insert -one or more- between "the" and "resources" 
Claim 15, line 1, insert -one or more- between "the" and "resources" 
Claim 16, line 1, insert -one or more- between "the" and "resources" 
Claim 20, line 1, insert -or- after "one" 
Appropriate correction is required. 



3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 3, 4, 7, 14-16, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the room" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes, "the room" will be 
interpreted as "the rooms." Furthermore, claim 4 is dependent from claim 3 and thereby 
inherits the same rejection. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the electronic mail address" in line 6. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes, 
"the electronic mail address" will be interpreted as "an electronic mail address." 
Furthermore, claims 14-16 are dependent from claim 7 and thereby inherit the same 
rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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Claim 30 recites a computer program product that is dependent from a method 
claim. Each claim should be limited to one statutory class; therefore, it is recommended 
that claim 30 be rewritten as an independent claim, incorporating all of the 
corresponding limitations of claim 26 in the format of a computer program product claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-30 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

7. Claims 1-20, 23, 25-27, 29, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Microsoft Outlook 97, as disclosed in the book. The ABCs of Outlook 97 . 
the article, "The Future is Bright for Microsoft Outlook 97," and the book entitled 
Running Microsoft Outlook 97 . The ABCs of Outlook 97 was published on March 17, 
1997 (according to the Library of Congress Copyright web site) and discloses many of 
the details of Microsoft Outlook 97's scheduling functions. The article, "The Future is 
Bright for Microsoft Outlook 97," makes reference to Microsoft Outlook 97's scheduling 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Application/Control Number: 09/1 00, 1 33 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2163 

functions as early as November 1, 1996, thereby providing evidence that Microsoft 
Outlook 97 dates back as far as November 1 , 1996. Running Microsoft Outlook 97 
(Chapter 8 in particular) reiterates the disclosure found in The ABCs of Outlook 97 while 
providing more easily readable evidence of the graphical interface of Microsoft Outlook 
97 corresponding to the functions disclosed in The ABCs of Outlook 97 . 

Microsoft Outlook 97 discloses a system for scheduling time intervals for a 
plurality of invitees comprising: 

[Claim 1] database means in communication with one or more server means for 
storing one or more invitee profiles for one or more potential invitees of the system, the 
one or more invitee profiles comprising user profiles wherein each user profile 
comprises information regarding available and unavailable times for that user and an 
electronic mail address for the user ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 through 10-8 
- The schedules, i.e., part of the profiles, of potential attendees may be displayed to a 
meeting coordinator in order to assist in setting up a good meeting time); 

request generating means, connected over a network to the one or more server 
means, for generating a request for allocation of a time interval for the one or more 
potential invitees (The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 through 10-8 - The meeting 
coordinator sends out meeting invitations to the potential attendees); 

busy time determination means for gathering the one or more invitee profiles for 
the one or more potential invitees that were requested by the request generating means 
and that are available in the database means and determining whether those one or 
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more potential invitees are available during the time interval requested by the request 
generating means ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 10-8 - Outlook can be 
set up to automatically accept or decline a meeting invitation based on a potential 
invitee's availability. This function can be carried out manually as well); and 

means for scheduling a meeting by using the electronic mail address in the 
invitee profile to send each of the one or more potential invitees available an invitation 
to attend at the time interval requested thereby making each of the one or more 
potential invitees an invitee (The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 through 10-8 - The 
meeting coordinator sends out meeting invitations to the potential attendees); 

automatically updating the invitee's invitee profile based on the invitee's 
response to the invitation ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 10-8 - If a 
meeting invitation is accepted, the meeting is automatically added to the invitee's 
schedule); 

[Claim 2] wherein the invitee profiles comprise resource profiles regarding one or 
more resources wherein each resources profile comprises information regarding 
available and unavailable times for the resource ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-5 
through 10-6); 

[Claim 3] wherein the resources include rooms and wherein the profile comprises 
information about the capacity of the room ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : page 10-6 - 
Room capacity may be stored in notes corresponding to the rooms. Such notes serve 
as part of the room's profile); 
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[Claim 4] wherein the resources include equipment ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : page 
10-5). 

Microsoft Outlook 97 discloses a system for scheduling time intervals for a 
plurality of invitees comprising: 

[Claim 5] one or more databases, in communication with one or more servers, 
which store one or more invitee profiles for one or more potential invitees of the system, 
the one or more invitee profiles comprising user profiles wherein each user profile 
comprises information regarding available and unavailable times for that user and an 
electronic mail address for the user (The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 through 10-8 
- The schedules, i.e., part of the profiles, of potential attendees may be displayed to a 
meeting coordinator in order to assist in setting up a good meeting time); 

one or more user workstations, connected over a network to the servers, 
operating a calendaring system that permits a user to request allocation of a time 
interval for the one or more potential invitees (The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 
through 10-8 The meeting coordinator sends out meeting invitations to the potential 
attendees); 

wherein the calendaring system gathers the profiles for the one or more pptential 
invitees that are available in the one or more databases and determines whether those 
one or more potential invitees are available during the time interval requested (The 
ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 10-8 - Outlook can be set up to automatically 
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accept or decline a meeting invitation based on a potential invitee's availability. This 
function can be carried out manually as well); and 

wherein the calendaring system invites the one or more potential invitees by 
using the electronic mail address stored in the invitee profile for the one or more 
potential invitees to send an invitation to the one or more potential invitees thereby 
making each of the one or more potential invitees an invitee ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : 
pages 10-3 through 10-8 The meeting coordinator sends out meeting invitations to the 
potential attendees) and automatically updates the invitee's invitee profile based on the 
invitee's response to the invitation (The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 10-8 - 
If a meeting invitation is accepted, the meeting is automatically added to the invitee's 
schedule); 

[Claim 8] wherein the invitee profiles comprise resource profiles regarding one or 
more resources wherein each resource profile comprises information regarding 
available and unavailable times for the resource ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-5 
through 10-6); 

[Claim 9] wherein the resources include rooms and wherein the profile comprises 
information about the capacity of the room (The ABCs of Outlook 97 : page 10-6 - 
Room capacity may be stored in notes corresponding to the respective room. Such 
notes serve as part of the room's profile); 

[Claim 10] wherein the resources include equipment ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : page 
10-5), 
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Microsoft Outlook 97 discloses a process for scheduling time intervals for a 
plurality of invitees comprising: 

[Claim 6] storing one or more invitee profiles for one or more potential invitees of the 
system in a database in communication with one or more servers, the one or more 
invitee profiles comprising user profiles wherein each user profile comprises information 
regarding available and unavailable times for that user and an electronic mail address 
for the user ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 through 10-8 - The schedules, i.e., 
part of the profiles, of potential attendees may be displayed to a meeting coordinator in 
order to assist in setting up a good meeting time); 

receiving a request for allocation of a time interval for the one or more potential 
invitees from a remote workstation over a network at one or more servers (The ABCs of 
Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 through 10-8 - The meeting coordinator sends out meeting 
invitations to the potential attendees); 

gathering the profiles for the one or more potential invitees that are available in 
the database (The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 10-8 - Outlook can be set 
up to automatically accept or decline a meeting invitation. This function can be carried 
out manually as well); 

determining whether those one or more potential invitees are available during the 
time interval requested ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 10-8 - Outlook 
can be set up to automatically accept or decline a meeting invitation based on a 
potential invitee's availability. This function can be carried out manually as well); and 
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inviting the one or more potential invitees to attend at ttie time interval requested 
by using the electronic mail address stored in the profile for those one or more potential 
invitees to send an invitation to the one or more potential invitees thereby making each 
of the one or more potential invitees an invitee ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 
through 10-8 - The meeting coordinator sends out meeting invitations to the potential 
attendees); and 

automatically updating the invitee's invitee profile based on the invitee's 
response to the invitation ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 10-8 - If a 
meeting invitation is accepted, the meeting is automatically added to the invitee's 
schedule); 

[Claim 11] wherein the invitee profiles comprise resource profiles regarding one or 
more resources, wherein each resources profile comprises information regarding 
available and unavailable times for the resources ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-5 
through 10-6); 

[Claim 12] wherein the resources include rooms and wherein the profile comprises 
information about the capacity of the rooms ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : page 10-6 - 
Room capacity may be stored in notes corresponding to the respective room. Such 
notes serve as part of the room's profile); 

[Claim 13] wherein the resources include equipment ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : page 
10-5). 
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Microsoft Outlook 97 discloses a processor usable medium having processor 
readable code embodied therein for enabling group calendaring between a plurality of 
users on a computer system, the system comprising a database, associated with one or 
more servers, which stores one or more invitee profiles for one or more potential 
invitees of the system, the invitee profiles comprising user profiles wherein each user 
profile comprises information regarding available and unavailable times for that user 
and an electronic mail address for the user ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 
through 10-8 - The schedules, i.e., part of the profiles, of potential attendees may be 
displayed to a meeting coordinator in order to assist in setting up a good meeting time), 
the processor readable code in the processor usable medium comprising: 
[Claim 7] processor readable code for causing a processor to receive a request for 
allocation of a time interval for one or more potential invitees ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : 
pages 10-3 through 10-8 - The meeting coordinator sends out meeting invitations to the 
potential attendees); 

processor readable code for causing a processor to gather the profiles for the 
one or more potential invitees ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 10-8 - 
Outlook can be set up to automatically accept or decline a meeting invitation. This 
function can be carried out manually as well); 

processor readable code for causing a processor to determine whether those 
one or more potential invitees are available during the requested time interval (The 
ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 10-8 - Outlook can be set up to automatically 
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accept or decline a meeting invitation based on a potential invitee's availability. This 
function can be carried out manually as well); and 

processor readable code for causing a processor to invite the one or more 
potential invitees to attend a meeting at the requested time interval by using the 
electronic mail address stored in the profile for each invitee to send an invitation to the 
one or more potential invitees thereby making each of the one or more potential invitees 
an invitee (The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 through 10-8 - The meeting 
coordinator sends out meeting invitations to the potential attendees); and 

automatically updating the invitee's invitee profile based on the invitee's 
response to the invitation ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 10-8 - If a 
meeting invitation is accepted, the meeting is automatically added to the invitee's 
schedule); 

[Claim 14] wherein the invitee profiles comprise resource profiles regarding one or 
more resources, wherein each resource profile comprises information regarding 
available and unavailable times for the resources ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-5 
through 10-6); 

[Claim 15] wherein the resources include rooms and wherein the profile comprises 
information about the capacity of the rooms ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : page 10-6 - 
Room capacity may be stored in notes corresponding to the respective room. Such 
notes serve as part of the room's profile); 

[Claim 16] wherein the resources include equipment ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : page 
10-5). 
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Microsoft Outlook 97 discloses a system for scheduling an event, comprising: 
[Claim 17] a database that stores availability information for one or more potential 
invitees to the event; 

a server operable to access the database and retrieve the available information; 

a user system operable to send to the server a scheduling request specifying a 
list of invitees, a date, a start time, and an end time and/or a duration which determines 
the end time, wherein 

the server is further operable to: 

receive the scheduling request; 

retrieve from the database availability information for one or more of the 
invitees listed in the request; 

determine whether or not the one or more invitees are available to attend 
the event based on the availability information; 

send an invitation to one or more of the invitees listed in the request; 

receive from an invitee a response to the invitation; and 

automatically modify the availability information for the invitee if the 
invitee's response indicates that the invitee accepts the invitation, wherein the 
availability information is modified to indicate that the invitee is busy between at least 
the start time and end time on the date specified in the request ( The ABCs of Outlook 
97: pages 10-3 through 10-8 - Please refer to the rejection of claims 1-16 above for a 
more detailed explanation); 
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[Claim 18] wherein the server determines whether or not the one or more invitees are 
available to attend the event by examining the availability information and determining 
whether or not the one or more invitees are busy between the start time and end time 
on the date specified in the scheduling request ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : page 10-5); 
[Claim 19] wherein the server is further operable to determine one or more alternative 
start times for the event, wherein the determination is based, at least in part, on the 
retrieved availability information (The ABCs of Outlook 97 : page 10-5); 
[Claim 20] wherein the determination of the one or more alternative start times is 
further based on weighting values assigned to one or more of the invitees ( The ABCs of 
Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 and 10-5 - Potential attendees are labeled by the meeting 
coordinator as either required or optional attendees. Alternative meeting dates and 
times may be selected based on the next available time common to all attendees, i.e., 
both required and optional attendees, or the next available time common only to all 
required attendees. A higher weighting value is inherently associated with the required 
attendees than with the optional ones); 

[Claim 23] wherein availability information for an invitee comprises profile information 
and calendar information (The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-5 through 10-8); 
[Claim 25] wherein the calendar information comprises information regarding events 
that have been scheduled for the invitee ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 
10-8). 



Microsoft Outlook 97 discloses a method for scheduling an event, comprising: 
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[Claim 26] storing availability information for one or more potential invitees to tine 
event; 

receiving from an event coordinator a scheduling request specifying a list of 
invitees, a date, a start time, and an end time and/or a duration which determines the 
end time; 

retrieving availability information for one or more of the invitees listed in the 
request in response to receiving the request; 

presenting to the event coordinator information from which the event coordinator 
can determine whether or not the one or more invitees are available to attend the event; 

sending an invitation to one or more of the invitees listed in the request; 

receiving from an invitee a response to the invitation; and 

automatically modifying the availability information for the invitee in response to 
receiving the invitee's response if the invitee's response indicates that the invitee 
accepts the invitation, wherein the availability information is modified to indicate that the 
invitee is busy between at least the start time and end time on the date specified in the 
request ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 through 10-8 - Please refer to the 
rejection of claims 1 -1 6 above for a more detailed explanation); 
[Claim 27] wherein availability information for an invitee comprises profile information 
and calendar information (The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-5 through 10-8); 
[Claim 29] wherein the calendar information comprises information regarding events 
that have been scheduled for the invitee ( The ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-7 through 
10-8). 
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[Claim 30] Microsoft Outlook 97 discloses a computer readable medium, having 
encoded thereon a computer program operative to perform the method of claim 26 ( The 
ABCs of Outlook 97 : pages 10-3 through 10-8 - Please refer to the rejection of claims 
1-16 above for a more detailed explanation). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 21, 22, 24, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Microsoft Outlook 97, as disclosed in the book, The ABCs of Outlook 
97, the article, "The Future is Bright for Microsoft Outlook 97," and the book entitled 
Running Microsoft Outlook 97 . as applied to claims 17 and 27 above, and further in view 
of Tognazzini (U.S. Patent No. 5,790,974). 

Microsoft Outlook 97 does not explicitly take invitee and event location into 
account in order to determine invitee availability for a particular event; however, 
Tognazzini makes up for this deficiency. Tognazzini teaches an automated scheduling 
system which takes into account event location and invitee location in order to 
determine if the invitee can feasibly attend the event in question (e.g., based on travel 
time). There may be a periodic real-time check to see where the invitee is presently 
located and then if the invitee can arrive at his/her next planned event in time, based on 
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a real-time determination of travel time to the next scheduled event. An alert is provided 
if the invitee is running late or stuck in traffic and cannot make his/her next scheduled 
event in time. Also, travel time is taken into account when determining an invitee's 
ability to attend a future event (column 7, lines 1 1-66). This consideration of travel time 
between locations and events helps alleviate any conflicts in scheduling that would 
otherwise arise due to failure to take into account the reality that travel time is needed to 
get from one location to another. Therefore, the Examiner asserts that it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to 
implement Tognazzini's consideration of event location and invitee location, including 
travel time, when determining invitee availability (as per claims 21 and 22) with 
Microsoft Outlook 97 in order to provide for more accurate and realistic assessment of 
the availability of all invitees when planning an event. For example, if one of the 
invitees if listed as available for a meeting at 2 p.m. E.S.T. on a particular day in 
Washington, D.C., but the invitee is out in San Francisco for a meeting which runs from 
12 to 1 p.m. E.S.T. (9 to 10 a.m. P.S.T.), obviously the invitee cannot likely fly back to 
make the meeting in Washington, D.C. within an hour. The integration of Tognazzini's 
scheduling features enables Microsoft Outlook 97 to take such location considerations 
into account, thereby resulting in more "intelligent" scheduling decisions being made by 
Microsoft Outlook 97 as part of its automatic scheduling features. 

Regarding claims 24 and 28, Microsoft Outlook 97 discloses profile information 
for an invitee comprising information regarding the invitee's work hours ( The ABCs of 
Outlook 97 : page 8-4) and the time zone in which the invitee works ( The ABCs of 
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Outlook 97 : page 8-4); however, Microsoft Outlook 97 does not explicitly teach the 
inclusion of the location where the invitee works in the invitee's profile. In light of the 
rejection of claims 21 and 22 immediately above, the Microsoft Outlook 97-Tognazzini 
combination would inherently include information about where the invitee works in the 
invitee's profile in order to iise this location information when appropriate for 
determining travel time between different event locations. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. 

"Automatic Calendar Update with User's Location Information" - Discloses a 
mechanism. which allows a user to remotely update his/her current location in order to 
reflect such information in his/her calendar so that co-workers can access this 
availability information. 

"Using Scheduler+ 95" - Discloses the features of Microsoft's Scheduler+ 95 
program, which is the precursor to the calendar and scheduling features of Microsoft 
Outlook 97. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susanna M. Diaz whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1337. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9 am - 5 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz can be reached on (703) 305-9643. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 for 
Official communications, (703) 746-7240 for Non-Official communications, and (703) 
746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900 or to the Customer Service Office on (703) 306-5631 . 

SMD 

January 17, 2002 




